The Civil Parish of Ryton on Dunsmore
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 6th May 2026 at the Village Hall at 7.00pm

[bookmark: _Ref284512912]At 7.20pm the Chairman opened the meeting.
	
Present:		
Councillors:	Steve Witter, Kam Bahra, Stuart Tetlow, Simon Miller, Claire Johnson, Stuart Tetlow, Paul Elden, Marcus Henry
Mr Ian Castledine - Prologis Liaison
6 public


Miss Lindsay Foster (Clerk)

Annual Parish Council Meeting
30/26-27       Election of Chairman
Cllr Witter was proposed by Cllr Henry and seconded Cllr Miller. There being no further nominations it was unanimously resolved:
That Cllr Witter be duly elected Chairman of the Parish Council for the year
It is to be noted Thanks given to the Chairman for his work over the last 12 months.
31/26-27       The Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office
The Chairman signed the declaration of acceptance of office with the Clerk.
32/26-27	Apologies for Absence
Cllr Mitchell
33/26-27	Election of Vicechair
Cllr Witter nominated Cllr Tetlow and Miller as vice chair, seconded by Cllr Jones agreed by all present.
34/26-27	Declarations of interests with regard to items on the agenda
None
35/26-27	Dates of and Venue for Council Meetings for the Year
Resolution proposed Cllr Witter, seconded Cllr Bahra
The Council resolves to usually meet on the first Wednesday of the month at 7pm in the Village Hall, but not to meet in August and the January meeting to be set using RBC timeframes to set precept. Unanimous
36/26-27	To appoint co-ordinators.
The following appointments were made and resolved en bloc:
Proposed by Cllr Witter seconded by Cllr Tetlow agreed by all.
Unanimous 
Police Liaison					Cllr Bahra		          
Allotments	 Cllr Jones
Litter picking	 Cllr Miller
Newsletter	 Cllr Elden
Commercial organisations liaison	Chair and Vice Chair
Ryton Water Meadow	Cllr Henry
War Memorial	Cllr Smyth
Orchard	Cllr Henry
Cemetery Field Management	Cllr Witter
Social Media	Cllr Elden
Streetlights	Cllr Witter
CCTV	Cllr Miller and Bahra
Footpaths	Cllr Elden and Jones
Subway	Cllr Henry
Coventry Way	Cllr Jones and Elden
Ryton Pools	Cllr Tetlow
Highways	Cllr Miller
Millboard	Cllr Henry
Coventry City	Cllr Miller and Smyth
Sports Connexion	Cllr Miller and Smyth
Prologis	Cllr Witter
Keller	Cllr Johnson
Police College	Cllr Henry and Johnson
Millboard	Cllr Henry	
Tarmac	Cllr Tetlow
Flag (holder & raising of flags)	Barbara Harris

New flag required

37/26-27           Planning Applications	
Planning applications will usually be distributed to all Members for comment by email with a URL link, Councillors should ‘reply all’ with their comments.
Planning responses delegated powers Proposed by Cllr Witter seconded by Cllr Bahra agreed by all present
Resolution 

38/26-27	Disciplinary and Grievance Panels
Disciplinary and Grievance Panel Chairman (the chairman is independent of panels and oversees procedure - Chairman
Disciplinary and Grievance Panel – Cllr Jones, Cllr Johnson
Disciplinary and Grievance Appeals Panel – Cllr Tetlow, Cllr Miller, Cllr Smyth
Proposed by Cllr Tetlow seconded by Cllr Miller agreed by all present
Unanimous 

39/26-27	To appoint Representatives to Sit on Outside Bodies
Village Hall Trust Committee Council Representative – Cllr Tetlow
Steetley Meadows Representative- Cllr Henry
Proposed by Cllr Witter seconded by Cllr Johnson agreed by all present

40/26-27	To approve direct debits for year.
Proposed by Cllr Smyth seconded by Cllr Tetlow agreed by all present
Unanimous
41/26-27	To approve standing orders.
Proposed by Cllr Witter seconded by Cllr Bahra agreed by all present
Unanimous
42/26-27	To approve financial regulations.
Proposed by Cllr Witter seconded by Cllr Tetlow agreed by all present
Unanimous
43/26-27	To approve contractor list.
Proposed by Cllr Miller seconded by Cllr Henry agreed by all present.
Unanimous
44/26-27	To approve General Power of Competence for the Council and resolves that it meets the criteria:
· 2/3 of the council were elected at the last election.
· The clerk is qualified and has completed the Cilca qualification. 
Proposed by Cllr Tetlow seconded by Cllr Jones agreed by all present.
Unanimous

[bookmark: _Ref279057516]Parish Council Meeting

45/26-27	Public participation
Update given regarding sale of garages on Sodens Avenue: these have been purchased by a local resident and will be upgraded and rented out. The garages first need to be restored, and garage doors replaced. The boundary is overgrown and Prologis will assist with cutting them back. New fencing will be installed for walkway, possibility of a new bin installation. Garages will not have any power.
Concern raised about teenagers congregating at picnic bench. There are no plans to install any further picnic benches as this was installed for parents to use whilst their children play.
Bins around the village have not been emptied due to staff illness and new bins are yet to be added to the list by RBC.
Concern raised about increase of precept. It was reiterated that the increase is equal to £1 per month increase on a band d property.
If road sweeping is required around the village a direct request to RBC is required.
Drain on the A45 has been reported to National Highways.
Issues again with the bin outside the shop. Has been raised with Cllr Keeling.

46/ 26-27	Reports from other bodies
Police
No update
Prologis
Tree and hedge cutting to be carried out near to garage site.
Borough Council
none
County Council
Grant pot reopens this month

47/ 26-27	To approve minutes of the last meeting
Proposed by Cllr Johnson, seconded by Cllr Smyth agreed by all present.
Unanimous

[bookmark: _Ref458078731][bookmark: _Ref224627835]Finance
48/26-27	To approve payments to be made.
Proposed by Cllr Miller seconded by Cllr Henry agreed by all present
Unanimous
49/26-27	Bank reconciliation.
Noted
50/26-27	To approve WALC Membership £797
Proposed by Cllr Witter seconded by Cllr Tetlow agreed by all present. 
Unanimous
51/ 26-27	To approve grant form 2026-27
Proposed by Cllr Tetlow seconded by Cllr Smyth, agreed by all
Unanimous
52/26-27	To discuss quote for subway improvements
Proposed by Cllr Henry to accept the quotation of £3500+VAT to repaint the subway. Paint to be purchased by the parish councils separately. The Parish Council will approve the final design in consultation with the village. Seconded by Cllr Smyth agreed by all present.
Unanimous

53/26-27	To discuss further funding for AV equipment £128.24
Proposed by Cllr Witter seconded by Cllr Henry agreed by all present.
Unanimous
54/26-27          To approve electrical works at village hall £800+VAT
Proposed by Cllr Smyth seconded by Cllr Miller agreed by all present
Unanimous
55/26-27          To approve green bin permits x2 £92
Proposed by Cllr Witter seconded by Cllr Henry agreed by all present
Unanimous

Items for this meeting

56/ 26-27	Play Equipment and pavilion report
Sofas to be removed
57/ 26-27	Water Meadow
none
58/ 26-27	To discuss allotment issues
Allotment holder to speak directly to the resident regarding the cone being placed. The Parish Council is unable to enforce this
59/ 26-27	The orchard
Trees to be ordered
60/ 26-27	Burial Ground
Consider lighting at the burial ground for access using solar powered light. Hedge to be cut back around noticeboard.
61/26-27	Planning
No response despite repeated requests. Cllr Milelr and Bahra to look into reset options.
62/26-27	war memorial hedge
Speak to arborist and local residents


63/ 26-27	Report of the Chairman
none
64/ 26-27	Member reports
No answer regarding substation
Issues with lights on Sodens Avenue and Cedar Avenue
Bedding plants bought with remainder of grant funding
Tractor has been purchased by Steetley Meadow

65/26-27	Confidential matters
None
66/26-27	Date of the next meeting.
The meeting unanimously resolved that the next Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st June at the village hall at 7pm.

The meeting closed at 20.43pm. 	


Signed ____________ Chairman	Date	__________


	Payments to be made in May
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	to whom
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Clerk
	salary
	****
	

	WCC
	pension contributions
	****
	

	HMRC
	tax and ni contributions
	****
	

	N Meggitt
	handyman
	£140.00
	

	Eon
	streetlight maintenance
	£750.00
	

	heritage contracting
	mowing
	£1,092.00
	

	Festival group
	grant
	£500.00
	already paid

	RBC
	bin emptying
	£345.60
	

	Smith of derby
	clock maintenance
	£216.00
	

	walc
	annual fee
	£797.00
	

	Eon
	street light repair
	£468.00
	

	S Tetlow
	reimbursement village hall AV system
	£2,346.38
	

	ryton conservation trust
	section 106 funds
	£2,302.84
	

	heritage contracting
	mowing
	£888.00
	

	s witter
	bin liner
	£72.00
	

	
	
	
	

	direct debits
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	BT
	taken on 24th April
	£0.00
	office internet and phoneline

	Microsoft
	taken on 9th April
	£8.49
	laptop subscription

	British gas
	taken on 26th April
	£1,201.11
	street lighting electricity
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