The Civil Parish of Ryton on Dunsmore
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 1st April 2026 at The Village Hall at 7.00pm


[bookmark: _Ref284512912]At 7.00pm the Chair opened the meeting.
	
Present:		
Councillors:  Simon Miller, Stuart Tetlow (chair of meeting), Marcus Henry, Paul Elden, Claire Johnson, Sam Smyth, Bob Jones
Borough Cllr: 
County Cllr:  
Public: 9
Ian Castledine
2 Representatives of Police
Ms Lindsay Foster (Clerk)

1/ 26-27	Apologies
Cllr Bahra, Cllr Witter, Cllr Mitchell 

2/ 26-27	Declarations of interests with regard to items on the agenda
None

3/ 26-27	Police Report
Burglary at the Co-op recently, with a series across rural locations. There is a drop-in session at the village hall next week. A walk with me session will be held on 5th May to discuss crime prevention to meet at 10am at Ryton pools café. Thank you to the Police for attending.

		Borough Council
No update.
		County Council
No update
		Prologis Report
Investigating assisting with festival regarding any sponsorship.

		Festival Committee
Stage will be included with local bands playing. Parking will be monitored on the day and the majority of people attending will be from Ryton. The burial ground and village hall car parks could be used. The rec will be monitored for parking issues during delivery of equipment should there be any bad weather.
Village Hall
[bookmark: _Ref434496786]Previous quote for front door works to be circulated to village hall committee. Internal door works approved by committee.

[bookmark: _Ref279057516]4/ 26-27	Public participation session
Concern about 9% increase in council tax. The increase was discussed at our budget meeting in January and is open to the public. The budget is well managed, and several projects have been delivered. The 9% increase on a band d property is equal to an increase of £11.90 per year and on the highest band is £23.80 per year.
The garages at Sodens Avenue have now been purchased by a private resident and the plan is to rent this space out. The area needs to be tidied with increased lighting. Add to the next agenda for further information.

5/ 26-26	To approve minutes of the last meeting
Proposed by Cllr Tetlow, seconded by Cllr Johnson agreed by all present. 
Unanimous

[bookmark: _Ref458078731][bookmark: _Ref224627835]Finance
6/26-27 	To approve payments to be made.
Proposed by Cllr Smyth, seconded by Cllr Henry agreed by all.
Unanimous
7/26-27	To note bank reconciliation 
Noted
8/26-27	To discuss purchase new keys and locks
Locks have been sorted so there is 1 padlock across all. 8-10 keys to be purchased.
Unanimous
9/26-26	To approve grant to festival group
Proposed to award a grant of £500 by Cllr Miller seconded by Cllr Smyth agreed by all present
Unanimous
10/26-27	To approve AV works in village hall
Proposed by Cllr Tetlow seconded by Cllr Jones agreed by all present
Query whether this extra equipment will be charged for separate to hire fee. Smaller items still required to purchase
Unanimous

11/26-27	Planning
· APP/E3715/C/26/3377300 LAND ADJACENT TO WHITE HOUSE FARM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, OXFORD ROAD, PRINCETHORPE, RUGBY, CV23 9QD: invite should anyone wish to attend appeal
12/26-27	Correspondence
· Verbal request to reduce height of hedge to rear of village hall adjacent to war memorial. Speak to local neighbours and seek quotes for discussion
· Query regarding attendance of non-area councillors’ attendance at meeting. The councillor attended on behalf of another Borough Councillor for our area to provide a report and we cannot stop people from attending an open public meeting.
 
Items for this meeting

13/26-27	Play equipment.
Hags cannot provide replacement parts as no longer available. Solution to be sought. 
14/ 26-27	Water Meadow
Tractor has been purchased and is road legal. Reimburse section 106 funds to water meadow. A volunteer day will be held in the summer. Discuss metal detecting at the meadow.
15/ 26-27	To discuss allotment issues
No update
16/26-27	pavilion update 
Pavilion requires attention. Fridges to be stored as part of festival for use on the day and will be used for welfare/medical meeting point. Sofas to be removed.
17/26-27	The Orchard
No update
18/ 26-27	Burial Ground
No update

19/26-27	Recreation ground development project
No update
20/26-27	Village Hall refurbishment places
Ceiling issues to be investigated.
21/26-27	Subway update
Await reply from artists and quotes.
22/26-27	Bins update
Proposed to purchase new liner £60+VAT by Cllr Tetlow seconded by Cllr Johnson agreed by all present. Thank you to residents for assistance in swapping the bins
Unanimous
23/26-27	To approve memorial policy and application form. and following approval discuss memorial tree request
Proposed by Cllr Tetlow seconded by Cllr Henry agreed by all present
24/26-27	To approve IT policy and data roadmap
Proposed by Cllr Tetlow seconded by Cllr Henry agreed by all present

25/ 26-27	Report of the Chair
26/26-27	Member reports
Hedges have been reported to WCC regarding overgrown areas around the village but remain overgrown as only half cut. To be reported again.
£150 of grant pot left, discuss a way to spend remainder.
No update regarding Moto.
27/26-27	Confidential Items 
Proposed to move into confidential session approved by all.
28/26-27	To discuss bottom of Church Road
Further legal advice required look at conditions and seek all relevant advice.
29/ 26-27	Date of the next meeting
The meeting unanimously resolved that the next Parish Council meeting will be held on 6th May at the village hall at 7pm. Annual Parish Meeting to be followed by Annual Parish Council meeting.

The meeting closed at 20.22 pm. 	


Signed ____________ Chairman	Date	__________

	Payments to be made in April
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	to whom
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Clerk
	salary
	****
	

	WCC
	pension contributions
	****
	

	HMRC
	tax and ni contributions
	****
	

	N Meggitt
	handyman
	await invoice
	

	S Witter
	smoke alarms (Screwfix)
	£31.48
	

	Parish Council websites
	domain renewal
	£36.00
	

	Kingfisher
	3 new bins
	£673.15
	already paid

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	direct debits
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	BT
	taken on 24th March
	£0.00
	office internet and phoneline

	Microsoft
	taken on 9th Mar
	£8.49
	laptop subscription

	British gas
	taken on 10th April
	£3,240.69
	street lighting electricity
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